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Amy and Sharron’s adoption story began in 2007.  While still living in Michigan, they decided to get
licensed as foster parents, with the hope of eventually adopting.  As soon as they were licensed, an
18-month-old little girl, named Hannah, was placed in their home.  Two weeks later, a 3-week-old
boy, now known as Evan, was also placed in their home.  Approximately 1 year later, both children
were adopted.

Amy and Sharron continued to take foster placements, and in October 2012 they received
placement of siblings, a boy aged 4 named Kaiden and a little girl who was 22 months old, named
Bella In December 2013, both children were adopted.

Amy and Sharron relocated to Oregon in January 2014.  In May, they were notified by Michigan
DHS that a sibling to Kaiden and Bella had been born.  In October 2014, Sharron returned to
Michigan to pick up their new baby, Jasper.

Amy and Sharron continued to take foster care placements and hoped to grow their family through
adoption.  While none of their placements ended in adoption, they were lucky to foster many children
and provide stability and structure, which is something that all children desperately need.  While they
have placed their foster care license on hold, they continue to inquire on children in foster care who
are eligible for adoption.

Hannah is 14 years old.  She is smart, loves to read, loves music and wants to be a lawyer.  Evan is
12 and loves working with his hands, playing Legos, being outside and riding his scooter.  He is
kind, loving and compassionate.  Kaiden is 12 and is also very kind and compassionate.  He enjoys
being outside, riding his bike and scooter and playing Legos. Bella is 9.  She is spitfire, loves music
and playing outside with her friends. Jasper is 6 and is sweet and loving.  He loves trucks, playing
outside, music and playing Legos with his big brothers.

The Zmick-Furno family likes to stay active. They enjoy spending time together outside, hiking,
kayaking and enjoying the beautiful parks near their home.

The biggest challenges in foster care and adoption in Oregon is the length of time children remain in
care.  Additionally, the lack of consistency between states, and even counties in Oregon, is
something that really needs to be addressed.  Kids need permanency.  They should not be made to
languish in care.  They deserve to know where they will live; they deserve to be part of a family.

Foster care is extremely rewarding and challenging all at the same time. Looking back we have no
regrets and would do it all over again in a heartbeat.

The
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     In July of 2015, I was saddened to find out that my great niece and nephew, ages 1 and 4, had
been placed into foster care. After starting visits, Andre and Sapphire were finally placed in our home
in July 2017, and we finalized the adoption almost two years later, on March 1, 2019.
     At the time of foster placement, we were clueless as to how to navigate the various systems
involved and how to obtain services. The bulk of our support came from a blend of our own systems
(our adult children, employers, church family, immediate families) and the services provided to the
children through DHS, CASA, attorney, mentor, therapists, teachers, and health care providers.
     When we started on this journey, we did not expect that it would be as much of a challenge as it
ended up being. We have been stunned by the ramifications that trauma has left behind, and the
difficulty that we all have faced because of it. We find strength by practicing our faith, educating
ourselves about specific issues, asking for help, setting personal boundaries, and most importantly,
engaging in regular self-care.
     After raising three children to adulthood, our household now consists of myself (Jammie); my
husband (Tiger); our teenage daughter (Tyra); Andre, now age 9; and Sapphire, now age 6.
Transitioning Andre and Sapphire into our home was an adventure akin to a roller coaster ride. We
have experienced difficulties along the way due to unspoken expectations mixed with the heightened
emotions that a change as drastic as this causes.
     We would like our legislators to know that this was a very difficult, confusing process. Many of the
difficulties could have been circumvented with the right support. We encountered overzealous
relatives and adults with differing motivations and goals, which even resulted in legal issues. During
this time, we grew increasingly concerned about some behaviors the children exhibited. It became
clear that we needed help to establish appropriate boundaries between the children and all adults
involved. We expended invaluable time and money on issues we felt could have been dealt with by
more direct support from the State.
     We would like to see ongoing mediation, legal services and counseling provided to kinship
families and the other family members to help all the parties to learn what’s best for the children and
to come to an agreement, rather than leaving families to figure this out on their own.
     Fortunately, the children are now thriving and blossoming into intelligent, emotionally regulated,
healthy siblings. Andre, a talkative, bright-eyed fourth-grader, is leaping over the hurdles life has
placed in front of him. He loves all things sports and playing with other children. Happy, vivacious
Sapphire, a first-grader, is a “unicorn and rainbows” princess who loves dressing up, singing, and
performing theatrically. Tyra has adapted beautifully to being a big sister.
     The qualities that keep our family bound are mutual love, respect, admiration for each other, and
open communication. The qualities the children have that help us to love them are their
vulnerabilities, their innocence, their loving hearts, and their willing spirits. My hope for our family is to
continue to raise happy, healthy, confident children, and to support them in living up to their fullest
capacities.
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“Being adopted means I am special.” daughter, age 10
“Adoption means having a family who will love you no matter what.” son, age 10
“Adoption means we can be together and be kind.” son, age 9 
“Adoption has taught me to show love to people from all walks of life.” daughter, age 13
“Adoption has helped me show grace to others.” daughter, age 11

     We are currently a family of nine. We have two children who came to us via birth, three children
adopted from foster care, and two foster children who have lived with us for over a year. (We have
been foster parents for over a decade.) Our kids range in ages from 3 to 13 years old.  
     Through our adoption journey we became a transracial family, as well a special needs family.
While all of this was new to us, we have embraced all that is needed to advocate for and support
our children.
     Getting to our adoption celebration was a long journey, involving years of ups and downs, and
uncertainty. We have so much appreciation for all of the educational professionals; state workers,
judges, attorneys, advocates, and therapists, who spent years assisting our kids. 
     Being foster parents first meant loving our children, knowing they could leave forever at any
point.  At our adoption hearing, sitting in the familiar court room where we had spent so many hours
watching our children’s case unfold, we knew this time we would leave as an official family, and we
could all breathe a little easier. 
     After spending years as an adoptive family and building relationships with other adoptive
families, we see a commonality of trauma response that stems from their adoptions. No matter how
happy the ending, adoption stems from loss. It is our responsibility as their adoptive family to dive
into resources, research, counseling, and other networks to help our kids navigate their story as
they grow into adulthood.  
     The biggest benefit I could advocate for the federal government to act on would be making the
Federal Adoption Tax Credit refundable. Most adoptive families don’t make enough money to fully
use up the credit in a reasonable time, especially if adopting more than one child.  Making that
money refundable would open up a much needed financial support for families. 
     Our family is blessed to have several kids who have various special needs. We celebrate who
they are and the strengths they have. We also have a better understanding of what they need to be
their best selves. After adoption we created an environment that would help them thrive. We
recently moved to a farm where our kids can get some sensory needs met in nature. The mellow
environment helps them to focus on getting through their day with regulated emotions and growing
self-confidence.
     Adopting kids with a history of trauma is hard work, but it is the most life-changing, rewarding
privileges I will ever have. We are helping shape the future by diving deep into the needs of our
most vulnerable children.
Our children also have positive views on adoption. They comment:
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    Michael and I married each other later in life. As Christians, we had prayed long and hard about
providing a home for a sibling group of kids that might have challenges in finding the right family to care for
them. We knew we had the love in our hearts and financial resources to provide a stable, loving home to a
sibling group. We planned on adopting two, but life rarely goes as planned, right!? Thus, we ended up with
three! Thank goodness. Our lives are so rich and full being parents to Kaylie (age 11), Jordan (age 10) and
Elijah (age 5).
     We originally decided we wanted to adopt from foster care after Jackie had served as a volunteer camp
counselor at Royal Family Kids Camp (Foster Camp) in 2017. She returned feeling really inspired by her
experience. We went through the home study process, were approved in December, and shortly thereafter,
we submitted our home study for three groups of children that were in the system.  
     To our amazement and delight, we found out we were selected to be Kaylie, Jordan and Elijah's
adoptive family on Jordan's 8th birthday (4/11/18).  At the time, Kaylie was 8 and Elijah was 3.  Our
adoption finalized in June of 2019, and it was without a doubt the happiest day of our lives. We had a
memorable ceremony in court in Clackamas County, surrounded by our extended family.  
     Kaylie is the oldest. She is one of the kindest and most loving children we have ever known. Kaylie
longs to be the next "American Idol" so keep watching for her debut someday! 
     Jordan is very smart! Math is his passion, and he is also an incredible builder and creator with Legos.
He can build just about anything you challenge him with. 
     Elijah is a bright, sensitive soul.  He has a tender heart, but also has impeccable and hilarious comic
timing. He cracks everyone up with his keen sense of humor. 
     Our trio was in the foster care system for 3 years before they were placed with us. After placement, we
went through some struggles involving birth parent parental rights. It was a scary time for us. The kids had
been in care for so long, and they just wanted to be “Hendersons” so badly! They longed to have the
security of knowing that we were going to be their family, forever. Fortunately, we were able to resolve it
and move forward.  
     Some days are good, and some days not so good. We would like our leaders in Congress to know that
adoption can be tough for adoptive parents too. We have three kiddos and would love it if there were more
mental health resources easily available for them, as well as a means to be able to ensure the children
could attend college or technical school. Incorporating them into our family so late in life – let alone that
there are three – makes it hard to save enough money to be able to amply support their education after
high school. The pandemic and virtual home schooling has also added an extra layer of challenge to the
already rigorous job of parenting, but we have so much love in our hearts for our kids! 
     As parents, we feel strongly that becoming adoptive parents has made our lives complete. We can't
remember life without our kids. Kaylie, herself, remarks "I'm thankful for being adopted because my birth
mom did the right thing because she couldn't take care of us." She wants people to know “it is fun and
exciting, and you should pick the kids you want.” Jordan, too, stresses that prospective adoptive parents
should know that “if they do adopt some kids, it will be fun!” 
     In addition, Jordan exclaims that adoption "was the best thing that happened to me ever in my life, and I
really like it. I've had a good time, and I love my adoptive family and everyone in it!"
     Well, how can you beat that? 

The Henderson
Family!
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     We are the Rice family, Ted and I (Jules) and our kids—Spencer, 20, Audrey, 18, Kyra, 14, and
Madi, 13. Ted (who was also adopted) and I always wanted another child after we had our first two.
Pregnancy was hard on me so we decided to adopt. We looked at all the ways one could adopt and
decided that we would pursue adoption through the state of Oregon. We knew there were so many
kids in foster care who needed a good loving family.
     Our first call was about Kyra, a baby girl 8 ½ months old who needed a foster home. We jumped
at the opportunity to bring her into our home. The moment we saw her, we were in love. She was so
beautiful, yet there was something sad in her eyes. After about two days, some nutritious meals, and
some good loving from the four of us, she started to smile. She quickly became one of the family.
Nine months after Kyra came to us, her parents gave birth to another baby girl. We were told that if
we didn’t bring Madi into our home, Kyra would have to leave us so the sisters could stay together.
Although it wasn’t part of our original plan to add two children to our family, we did some talking and
decided that we could care for this new baby girl too. Fast forward to 2020 and we are a tight knit
family of six after adopting Kyra and Madi.
     Our children are so precious to us. We couldn’t imagine our life without them. Living on a farm has
given us many laughable moments, especially when the alpacas get loose. Madi explains, “My
favorite thing about my life is that I live on a farm and have a horse.” We also enjoy solving mysteries
and watching scary movies. Our favorite thing to do together is go on vacation to warm beaches and
exotic places. Mostly we just love being a family. Kyra reminds us what’s important: “I wouldn’t be
who I am today if I hadn’t been adopted.”
     It has not been easy responding to our girls’ special needs and navigating the difficult systems in
Oregon. First, we would have been so much better off if we’d had more extensive training on how to
actually help children with challenging behaviors, during each developmental milestone. We learned
the hard way how to raise our children, mostly by trial and error, with lots of tears and frustrations.
One thing that made a huge difference was a Collaborative Problem Solving® parenting class we
took last year. It was like a light bulb went off. We realized just how to parent all of our children,
especially Kyra and Madi. The weight was taken off of our shoulders and hope was brought back to
our world.
     Since taking that class, I became a co-owner of The Hero Makers, a family-run, trauma-informed
organization and also serve as a peer support specialist for the state. Now I help other families who
are facing similar challenges as we did. It gives me joy to help lead them out of dark places by
offering hope and healing.
     We wish policymakers would fund and support ongoing, in-depth training and ongoing coaching
that parents can access at every stage of a child’s development. This would give adoptive parents
someone to turn to for help when challenges arise. Together, let’s set up adoptive parents for
success—they deserve the tools they need to create a world of joy and happiness for their children.

The Rice
Family!
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Our entry into parenthood was a difficult one for my husband Mallory and me (Kara). My nieces,
Jenniffer, and Destiny were placed with us at the ages of 6 and 8 after they had been in and out of
foster care. At one point, one of the girl’s needs became so challenging that we found it all-
consuming and were almost ready to give up. 
 
We banded together with the Department of Human Services to obtain wraparound services. Once
a team was behind us, we started to regain our balance and, ultimately, the strength to adopt our
daughters when they were 9 and 11 in 2015. Without these services, we would not be where we
are today as a family of six with the addition of our biological children Anndee, 4, and Dwight, 2.
 
Together, we love to play card games and solve mysteries. Our favorites are Clue, Monopoly,
Deal, and escape rooms. Last summer, we joined two other adoptive families at the beach for a
camping trip and round of escape rooms. The beach is our go-to escape and the first place we
went to after adopting our daughters.
 
My daughters are extraordinary, smart, funny, and feisty self-advocates. They continue to teach me
every day and they have reshaped my focus on family experience. I am a nurse and have now
entered graduate school to become a nurse practitioner specializing in mental health. This is not an
area I would have ever explored or had a passion for had it not been for my daughters. They
continue to push me to grow as a mom and advocate for children’s mental health services.

In this advocacy work, we have delved into the need for family and youth voice to be front and
center in all decisions made for families across all systems. “Family voice first” is the driver in
developing the Oregon Family Advisory Council, where I serve as the president with a fantastic
team. One of my daughters also serves in a youth version of this at our county level. 
 
We wish all families had access to a family partner or peer support without regard to insurance,
mental health involvement, or other siloed systems. We ask policymakers to consider adding
funding for such programs so that other families have access to supports like the one that got us
through our tough times. It would also be great if every state had a requirement and funding to
have parent and youth advisory councils. 
 
Adoption does not fix a child’s pain or sadness. Adoption has been the hardest challenge of my life
and no doubt of theirs as well, and we are a strong, loving family. We have learned to have a
different kind of love and respect for each other. I have learned so much from each of them about
empathy, brain science, trauma, love, and how to be a mom.

The Sump
Family!
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The Stoutenburg Family!
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  D E F A Z I O

     We first became aware of the need to adopt by
fostering our two grandsons. After they returned home,
we reached out to start the process of adopting.
     That summer we learned of two brothers, 9- and 8-
year-old Noah and Tyson, who needed a family. These
two wonderful boys had been in foster care since they
were babies. Their adoption finalized in August, 2019.
     Noah is a kind-hearted boy who was quickly drawn to
Tracy and started calling her “Mom” within a few weeks.
Noah recalls, “I wanted a mom who would love me, hug
me and mess with my hair – the stuff I saw with friends at
school and their moms.” With love, patience and
understanding, Noah is finally learning to relax and just
enjoy being a kid. Active and athletic, he loves football,
basketball, baseball, and he wants to run track. Jeff describes Noah as “a mechanically inclined boy
who loves to tinker with my tools, taking things apart and trying to put them back together.” Father and
son enjoy working on projects together in the garage. 
     Tyson is an intelligent boy who enjoys school and playing basketball. As a fourth grader last year, he
was reading at the eleventh grade level. A “watch and wait” kind of person, Tyson took a while to
believe that he was finally home. In December, 2018, while the whole family was in the kitchen making
Christmas cookies, Tyson commented, “This house is not our forever house. DHS can come take us
away at any time.” We reassured him that he was now our son, that we loved him, and that no one was
going to take him away. Tyson replied back, “For real?” and after more assurances, he returned his
attention to cookie-making. The next day he started calling us Mom and Dad.
     About two months after the boys’ adoption ceremony, our family decided together that we wanted to
adopt a girl, a sister. In October, 2019, sweet little Belle came to our home. Just shy of her seventh
birthday, she had been in numerous foster homes – ours was her eighth in three years. Belle did not
speak and was extremely leery of others, especially women. Tracy accepted this challenge and met it
head on. Four months after her arrival, Belle bought herself and Tracy a “mom/daughter” necklace. She
stated, “Mommy, I love you so much-here is my gift to you- our hearts together make a whole, but when
they are not together, we are alone.” Belle is a smart, artistic girl who loves math, enjoys all sports, and
even aspires to play flag football and to do BMX bike stunts just like her brothers.
    Our family is fun and vibrant. We enjoy camping, bike riding, fishing, and taking our quads out
together. 
Some great memories are going on jet boat rides on the Rogue River, visiting the Trees of Mystery in
Northern California, and camping at the Oregon State Parks. Our strengths are: we don’t give up, we
are always kind, we say “I love you,” and we support each other.
     We are now a family of 7, with two adult sons. We NEVER say we have 2 bio and 3 adopted – we
just say 5 kids! We believe family is defined by who loves, supports, and believes in you, and will
always be there.
     We are extremely grateful for our friends and family who have supported us-some think we are crazy
for adopting three kids when we are 50-but still support us! Jeff is a stay-at-home dad and takes his role
very seriously. Tracy is now working at home due to the Coronavirus so we get a lot of togetherness!
     We believe the federal government can improve the adoption process by: A) setting clearer
guidelines on how long a child should be in foster care before the plan changes from reunification to
adoption, and B) providing more education and training to all parties involved in the foster/adoptive
world, including judges, attorneys, and caseworkers. 
    We have an additional suggestion. In Oregon all the state parks are free for adoptive and foster
families. It would be amazing if the national parks were also free to these families.
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We had the pleasure of raising my husband’s three children and when we realized that biological
kids weren’t in the cards for us, God led us to the foster system and placed Grace and Sara into
our home and hearts. We were told up front that we would not be matched with a baby. While
raising an infant was a deep desire in my heart, we were willing to embrace any path. The week
of Thanksgiving 2004, we got a phone call in the car while heading “off to grandmother’s house”
in Idaho. We were told we had been matched with a two-month-old. We brought Grace home in
early December and finalized her adoption in April 2006.

Around a year later, we got another serendipitous and heart-stopping phone call. Our daughter’s
birth mother had given birth to a second infant, and we were being offered the opportunity to
adopt her since we were now next of kin. Sara joined our home, also around two months of age,
and we finalized her adoption in 2007. Now, these girls make my life complete.

Grace just turned sweet 16. An artist, Grace loves to put pencil to paper and creates beautiful
things. She's smart and articulate, and impressively level headed. She has a great, keen memory
that is so sharp she remembers things I sometimes wish she didn't (ha!). 

Sara, age 14 is an accomplished athlete. Having been involved in sports since age 4, she now
plays soccer on an advanced team. Sara is not just strong in body, but also in heart and mind.
She loves kids, and is especially drawn to helping, supporting, and defending those with special
needs. With her really big and open heart, she genuinely “feels all the feels." 

Our adoption experience was unusually smooth, as foster care adoptions go. We did not face
conflicts around the juggle between honoring the needs of biological family versus the needs of
the children. While we did feel some brief flashes of fear during the time between placement and
finalization, more than anything else I had faith that their adoptions were meant to be. Our hope
is that any family who wants to have children should be able to parent and love children that
likewise need it. There are still so many kids waiting in care… 

I think the challenge we want Congressional leaders to focus on is helping children who
experience foster care to stay in touch with biological siblings. For our daughters, we know they
have multiple siblings out there. We have tried exceedingly hard to try to locate them. Yet, there
doesn’t seem to be a way for agencies to be able to pass on that information to our family. We
are frustrated it seems to be so elusive. Understandably, our daughters wonder and would like to
learn more about them, or even meet them someday. There must be a better way to respect the
roots and connections of all of these children. 

“Adoption is special because I was given a chance at a better life. I want to adopt when I get
older to pay it forward.” ~Sara, age 14 
“I love my family and feel so blessed to be part of it.” ~Grace, age 16 

The McGinnis
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